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Trap-Neuter-Return Program Effective for Feral and Stray Cats

West Chicago, llinois: Movember 9, 2012 — Homeowners facing the problem of unwanted or abandoned cats wandering the
neighbarhood in search of food and shelter may receive help from the not-far-profit group, Feral Fixers. The DuFage County organization is
recognized for its dedication to the Trap-Newter-Return (THNR) program, which is a humane and cost-effective way of reducing the
population of feral (karn in the wild) or stray cats.

Well-meaning residents who feed feral and stray cats without spaying or neutering them usually only compound the problem, since ane
fermnale may have up to three litters of kittens each vear. Trapping and euthanizing the cats is, at best, a costly and temporary solution.

Many area communities have endorsed THR and Feral Fixers, and have seen dramatic declines inthe homeless cat population and the
number of cats and kittens at local shelters. Under THR, hoth stray cats and feral cats are humanely trapped, vaccinated against rabies and
other diseases and neutered by veterinarians. While the cat is under anesthesia, the tip of its |eft ear is painlessiy trimmed off. This
"par-tipping” is the universal sign of a feral cat that has heen spayed or neutered. Kittens and tame cats are then availahble for adoption.
Healthy feral cats are returned to their farmiliar habitat to live out their lives. THE breaks the otherwise endless cycle of over-population.

For mare information, visit wawaeeferalfixers.org, or call (6300 881-FXRS (3877,

e
Wizst Chicage is a diverse, family-oiented community with a ich cuttural mix and 3 proud hertage. | is the first llinois community established by the m@ilroads and continues to be
a convenient transportation hub served by three major m@il lines, llinois’ third-busiest airport and three state highways. Wiest Chicago offers award-winning schools, 3 growing
industrial park and convenient access to parks, shopping and restaurants. For more information, call Rosemary Mackey, harketing & Communications Coordingtor, at (6300 293-2200
x 139,
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